Enriched mice Enriched mice
• swim less distance to reach the platform, • readjust their learning strategy more quickly, • and make fewer maze errors than standard-housed animals.
How do they do it?
How have they staved off cognitive decline associated with APP/Aβ? Do they have less pathology? Fewer plaques? Less Aβ?
Previous work suggests otherwise…
Enrichment increases amyloid load How to reconcile increased Aβ/amyloid load with improved cognitive performance?
Proposed to explain the protective effects of education, occupation, and leisure activities against dementia
Suggests that physical changes such as increased neuronal connectivity, or functional changes such as alternative retrieval strategies may allow the brain to withstand greater insult before succumbing to dementia 
